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  A Walk through our past  
       Few places tell the story of Middle Tennessee more eloquently 
than Nashville City Cemetery.  This sacred site at 4

th
 Avenue and Oak 

Street is not only a peaceful and beautiful burial ground but also a 
compelling outdoor historical museum. 
       Each fall the Nashville City Cemetery Association (NCCA) 
welcomes the community to its annual Living History Tour, a 
delightful opportunity to watch the past come alive. Costumed 
reenactors step forward from the gravestones and tell stories of the 
people buried here.  You may learn about the heroic deeds of a Civil 
War soldier, or you might meet a slave who bought her children’s 
freedom – visitors are often surprised to learn that this cemetery 
was integrated from the moment of its creation in 1822. Among 
those who rest here are several of Nashville’s founders, including 
James and Charlotte Robertson; 3 Revolutionary War soldiers; 3 
Confederate generals; Union Navy Commodore Paul Shirley; and William Driver, who named 

the American flag “Old Glory.”  Governor William Carroll is buried 
here, as are 15 Nashville mayors. 
        This year’s Tour focuses on individuals who lived in Nashville 
during the Civil War.  You will meet Lizinka Campbell Brown, named 
for the Czarina of Russia, who had been a friend of Lizinka’s parents 
when her father was serving as James Monroe’s Minister to Russia. 
Widowed in 1844, Mrs. Brown returned to her father’s home on 
Charlotte Avenue – the very house Andrew Johnson later com-
mandeered as his residence during the Union occupation of 
Nashville in 1862. 
       The Reverend Nelson Merry also joins us this year. A slave willed 

to the First Baptist Church by his mistress, he was baptized and freed by the church in 1845. 
Eight years later local clergy ordained him as the first black minister in Nashville. Under his 
leadership, the First Colored Baptist Church grew to become the largest church in Tennessee, 
gaining its independence from the white Baptist Church in 1866. Merry went on to organize 
more than a dozen Negro Baptist churches in the area, and he proudly officiated at the 
marriages of many freed slaves. 
       One of the more tragic local Civil War stories involves one of 
Nashville’s most prominent families. Francis Brinley Fogg, attorney, 
State Senator (1851-52), law professor, and first president of the 
Nashville City Schools, was a loyal Unionist. His wife, Mary Middleton 
Rutledge Fogg, granddaughter of two signers of the Declaration of 
Independence and a popular author, was a firm supporter of the 
Confederacy.  When their only son, Henry, joined the Confederate Army 
and became Gen. Felix Zollicoffer’s aide, she was filled with pride.  
However, young Henry was one of the first casualties of the war,  

 killed in Kentucky in January 1862.              (continued on page 5) 

 

Monuments & Milestones 

  Nashville City Cemetery Association presents    

The  9th
 Annual Living History Tour 

Saturday, October 6, 2012,  from 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
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