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A Frontier Town

Box Tomb of Ann Robertson ]obnston Cockrill

"Today the original acres can be identified near
the graves of James and Charlotte Robertson in
the center of the cemetery. To the west can be
seen the tall monument for Duncan Robertson.
Standing near this monument, one can see how
the graves were laid out in the fashion of a

churchyard burial ground.

13

old Ann

Robertson Johnston, James’ widowed

Twenty-three year
sister, accompanied her sister-in-law
Charlotte Robertson and others on the
boat journey to the Bluffs. She
brought her three little daughters and
is said to have taught the children to
read and write, using the Bible and the
river sand for writing. In 1784 Ann
married John Cockrill. That same year
she was the only woman to receive a
land grant in her own name, in the
Cumberland settlements, from the
North Carolina Legislature. This
grant was awarded because she had
been the only widow, or female head of
household, who had ventured on the
boat journey. In 1911, the graves of
Ann and John Cockrill were re-
interred on the Ephraim H. Foster Lot
at City Cemetery from the family
graveyard on the Cockill farm.

In 1784 the town was officially
named “Nashville” in honor of
Brigadier General Francis Nash of
North  Carolina. During  the
General Nash was
wounded at the Battle of Germantown

Revolution,

in Pennsylvania and died three days
later on October 7, 1777. Two hun-
dred acres of land were set aside from
the lands adjoining the salt lick to cre-
ate the town. Thomas Mulloy drew the
first plat of the town that consisted of
165 one-acre lots. These lots were sold
with the condition of sale that each
purchaser would erect a frame or log
building on the lot. Although the lots
were sold, there was a rapid turnover in
the lots since most had been purchased
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The Cemetery During the Civil War

Gravestone of Richard and Lizinka Ewell

Campbell-Ewell Lot
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